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Hannah Bilston is an Associate Ecologist and Cambridge Ecology Team 
Leader at WSP. She has extensive experience of working as the lead 
ecologist on residential schemes from barn conversions to large urban 
extensions. She has a special interest in protected species, in 
particular bats and how biodiversity net gain can deliver for habitats 
and species. 

 

Rob Cameron has worked for the statutory nature conservation body 
for England since 1991. In recent years, Rob has led Natural England’s 
work to improve the effectiveness of strict protection for European 
Protected Species. 

 

Lydia Collas is a PhD student in the Conservation Science Group at the 
University of Cambridge. This work, conducted during her 
undergraduate degree, was later published in the Journal of Applied 
Ecology. 

 

Martin Dallimer is an Associate Professor of Environmental Change at 
the University of Leeds, UK. His research applies and integrates 
research techniques from across different disciplines to better 
understand, and provide solutions for, the sustainable 
management of natural environments, biodiversity, and ecosystems in 
a human-dominated world. 
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Domhnall Finch is currently a PhD student at the University of Sussex. 
His research primarily focuses on the impacts of urbanisation and land 
use change on the occurrence and movement of species. 

 

Mark Goddard is a research ecologist with a focus on biodiversity 
conservation and the provision of ecosystem services in cities. He has 
worked with a range of taxa in a variety of habitats, and is also 
interested in how socio-economic factors and human decision-making 
influence the management of private gardens and other green spaces 
at multiple scales in urban ecosystems. 

 

Jess Kennedy is an Associate Director at Arup, specialising in 
sustainability advisory, with over 15 years’ experience in both 
consulting and industry in the UK and Australia. Jess works to deliver 
social and environmental benefits within the built environment by 
partnering with clients over the long-term.  

 

Herman Limpens has been working with bats since 1981 (as a student) 
until recently. He has worked with the Dutch Mammal Society for over 
20 years as senior scientist working on: general bat ecology; 
development of systematic methods for assessment and monitoring 
of bat populations; development and standardisation of methods for 
the survey of bat landscape use, as a basis for assessment of impact of 
development and planning; research on impact and possibilities for 
avoidance and mitigation. 
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Fiona Mathews has been Chair of the Mammal Society since 2015 and 
is also Professor of Environmental Biology, University of Sussex. She 
led the Review of the Population and Conservation Status of British 
Mammals, and is particularly interested in linking scientific research 
with policy and ecological practice.  She currently holds a NERC 
Knowledge Exchange Fellowship to work on minimising the 
conservation impacts of major infrastructure projects. 

 

Bryony Tolhurst is a Senior Lecturer in Behavioural Ecology at the University of 
Brighton. Currently she is part of a team exploring tools for population 
assessment of UK urban mammals. She also investigates behavioural contacts 
between wild mammals, pets and people in urban areas, including how best to 
measure them. The goal of this research is to better understand wild animal 
behaviour in suburban garden environments to reduce veterinary/zoonotic 
disease transmission and other potential issues, and have positive impacts on 
animal welfare, conservation and human wellbeing. 

 

Patrick Wright is a postdoctoral research fellow at the University of 
Sussex. His research focuses on monitoring elusive species and 
understanding through the use of landscape and molecular 
approaches how human-dominated landscapes affect species 
distribution, habitat and connectivity. 

 


