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Mammal Identification Weekend
The Mammal Identification weekend provides a 
great chance to learn the key distinguishing features 
of all UK mammal species. Classroom sessions 
cover the key visual clues to identification, tracks, 
feeding signs, nests, burrows, sounds, droppings 
and skeletal identification of over 40 species. There 
are plenty of opportunities to develop practical 
skills during six field-based sessions focusing on 
small mammal trapping, field signs, handling small 
mammals and the analysis of owl pellets.

Dormouse Ecology & Conservation
This one-day course is recognised as the definitive 
course on dormouse ecology and monitoring. 
Ideal for those with a general interest and those 
working towards their Dormouse Handling 
Licence*. The course includes a visit to check 
nest boxes, information on relevant legislation and 
often the opportunity to handle a dormouse under 
supervision with guidance on best practice. Please 
note, this course involves field work which requires 
participants to have a reasonable level of fitness.

*Dormouse licences are issued by Natural England and 
National Resources, Wales (NRW). Two licensed referees 
are required for any application. As references should 
be based on observation of a person’s skills over an 
extended period of time, The Mammal Society do not 
provide references. We do however provide a certificate 
confirming completion of the training.

Price: Members/Student Members & Concessions/Non-members – £229/£195/£259
Flatford Mill 11/03/2016 – 13/03/2016
Margam  08/04/2016 – 10/04/2016
Juniper Hall 13/05/2016 – 15/05/2016

Kindrogan 24/06/2016 – 26/06/2016
Juniper Hall 02/09/2016 – 04/07/2016

Price: Members/Student Members & Concessions/Non-members – £109/£94/£159

Callow Rock 06/05/2016
Callow Rock 10/06/2016
Wildwood 16/07/2016

Callow Rock  19/08/2016
Wildwood 20/08/2016

Matthew Hazelton

Emma Franks
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Mammal Detective
Suitable for all mammal enthusiasts* this mammal 
weekend provides a unique opportunity to observe 
and learn about a wide range of British wildlife 
including red deer, roe deer, badgers, horseshoe 
bats, water voles, otters, mink and even beavers.
Described as a fantastic mammal experience by 
previous attendees, the Mammal Detective weekend 
is held at a beautiful setting in the Tamar valley. Over 
the weekend you will have opportunities to observe 
the local beaver, bat and deer populations, learn how 
to tell mammal species from their tracks and other 
field signs, practice small mammal trapping & learn 
how to use your mammal detective skills to support 
UK mammal conservation projects.
This course is not residential, but local farmhouse 
accommodation (with bed, breakfast, packed 
lunch and optional evening meal) is available at an 
additional cost.

Camera Trapping
With recent improvements in technology and 
decreases in price, camera traps have emerged as 
an increasingly popular way to observe mammals 
and gather information that may not otherwise be 
available. Our trainers have spent years researching 
methods to collect accurate data on the mammal 
populations and deliver an excellent day’s training on 
Using Camera trapping. A morning classroom session 
provides expert guidance on the range of set ups 
currently available and the various considerations for 
capturing and analysing different types of data. Each 
delegate is able to get hands-on with different models 
of camera traps, with an outdoor practical session for 
testing set-ups, various settings and placements.

Price: Members/Student Members & Concessions/Non-members – £65/£55/£115

Cheshire Wildlife 09/04/2016 North York Moor Centre 06/10/2016

Price: Members/Student Members & Concessions/Non-members – £229/£195/£259

Upcott Grange Farm 15/07/2016-17/07/2016

Susan Jones

Joanne Hooper
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Water Vole Ecology
Suitable for all levels of experience, this 
informative one day event focuses on one 
of our most iconic river dwelling mammals, 
the water vole. The course includes 
information on identifying field signs, 
habitat requirements, their ecology, legal 
protection and their predators/threats. The 
course will also include an opportunity 
to see captive Water Voles in-situ at The 
Wildwood Trust and handle/sex the Water 
Vole under supervision.

Wild Boar Study Day
With the re-emergence of Wild 
Boar in recent years, its impact 
is increasingly felt in some parts 
of England, yet the animals 
themselves remain largely elusive 
and much still remains to be learnt 
about them. 
This one day workshop will start 
with a series of classroom sessions 
considering the boar’s history, 
behaviour and ecology, impacts, 
public perception and management. 
Our expert trainer will lead an 
afternoon walk in the Forest of Dean 
to look for field signs linked with 
this elusive mammal. 
A question/discussion session back 
at the study centre will complete 
the day.

Price: Members/Student Members & Concessions/Non-members – £109/£94/£159

Wildwood 15/10/2016

Price: Members/Student Members & Concessions/Non-members – £65/£55/£115

Outdoor Apex  08/10/2016

William Richardson

Scott Passmore



/MammalSociety           @Mammal_Society

Owl Pellet Analysis
This one day course will help you to learn 
which mammals are the most popular food 
sources for a range of owl species. Find out 
why owls produce pellets and how to collect 
and dissect owl pellets. With our trainer’s 
expert guidance you will practice identifying a 
range of mammal remains from your dissected 
pellets and learn how to record and use your 
findings. There will be an opportunity to visit 
the small mammals at Wildwood to see living 
examples of the species you have identified.

Beaver Ecology & Conservation
This 2 day course aims to introduce the 
Eurasian beaver, a native British mammal, 
whose reintroduction is receiving much 
attention. We will look at the basic biology, 
ecology and behaviours of this unique and 
fascinating animal, which is becoming part 
of our mammal assemblage in areas of 
Scotland and Devon. Though beavers may 
be more challenging to observe directly, 
their distinctive field signs can offer much 
information on their habitat use and lifestyles. 
This course will also discuss the conservation 
status of this species, the ecological benefits 
and potential conflicts with its reintroduction, 
touching on management solutions to enable 
us to re-establish a connection with this 
formerly widespread ecosystem engineer. 
Over the 2 days there will be a mixture of 
classroom based teaching and a field session 
to identify beaver field signs, in a relaxed 
manner with plenty of discussion.

Price: Members/Student Members & Concessions/Non-members – £229/£195/£259

Upcott Grange Farm 23/04/2016-24/04/2016

Price: Members/Student Members & Concessions/Non-members – £65/£55/£115

Wildwood 19/03/2016

Rhona Forrester



National Projects:
Submit your mammal sightings or signs to fill the gaps in the map! Records can be  
from anywhere in the UK and for all species, common or rare. For more information visit 
www.mammal.org.uk/nmap or submit your records via our free Mammal Tracker app.

Please note: This is our provisional calendar, we will be adding additional courses 
throughout the year, keep an eye on the website and on social media.

Please note: If there is any possibility of a course being cancelled you will be notified at 
least two weeks before the course start date. For full terms and conditions please visit our 
website www.mammal.org.uk

Get 
involved!
Use your new skills to help 
the National Mammal Atlas 
Projects (NMAP)

For the latest courses and availability please visit www.mammal.org.uk/training
or call the training team on 023 8001 0984 

Becky Farmer
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2016 Course Calendar
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For the latest courses and availability please visit www.mammal.org.uk/training
or call the training team on 023 8001 0984 

Date Course Location

Mar 11th-13th Mammal Identification Weekend Flatford Mill

19th Owl Pellet Analysis Wildwood

April 8th-10th Mammal Identification Weekend Margam

9th Camera Trapping Cheshire Wildlife

23rd-24th Beaver Ecology & Conservation Upcott Grange Farm

May 6th Dormouse Ecology & Conservation Callow Rock

10th Dormouse Ecology & Conservation Callow Rock

13th-15th Mammal Identification Weekend Juniper Hall

June 24th-26th Mammal Identification Weekend Kindrogan

July 15th-17th Mammal Detective Upcott Grange Farm

16th Dormouse Ecology & Conservation Wildwood

Aug 19th Dormouse Ecology & Conservation Callow Rock

20th Dormouse Ecology & Conservation Wildwood

Sept 2nd-4th Mammal Identification Weekend Juniper Hall

Oct 6th Camera Trapping North York Moor Centre

8th Wild Boar Study Day Outdoor Apex

15th Water Vole Ecology Wildwood
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For the latest courses and availability please visit: 

www.mammal.org.uk/training
or call the training team on: 

023 8001 0982

Photographs by Harry Martin, Ann Chapman, Ian Cook, Anna Bunney and Scott Passmore


